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SUMMARY: BRITISH SECTION OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
IS VIGOROUSLY CAMPAIGNING IN BRITAIN TO GAIN SUPPORT 
FOR SOVIET WORKERS SEEKING REDRESS UNDER SOVIET LAW 
"FOR THE MANY ABUSES OF BASIC TRADE UNION RIGHTS." 
AMNESTY NOW HAS APPROXIMATELY 30 UNIONS AS AFFILIATES. 
AMNESTY SOURCES STATE THE AMNESTY STRATEGY IS TO 
FUNCTION THROUGH TRADE UNION AND RELATED CHANNELS, 

E.G.. THE TUC, THE ILO, AND THE LABOR PARTY. AMNESTY 
OFFICIALS SAY THEY ARE SURPRISED AT THE DEGREE OF 
RESPONSE FROM THEIR TRADE UNION AFFILIATES TO PRESS 
THE SOVIETS ON TRADE UNION RIGHTS. THUS FAR AS EXPECTED, 
THERE HAS BEEN NO RESPONSE TO BRITISH APPROACHES. THE 
TUC HAS BEEN FURNISHED WITH DOCUMENTATION BY AMNESTY 
BUT THUS FAR HAS TAKEN NO POSITION AS TO WHAT IT INTENDS 
TO DO. END SUMMARY. 

1 . PAT DUFFY, TRADE UNION OFFICER OF BRITISH SECTION 

OF AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL ADVISES THAT AMNESTY INTENDS 
TO PRESS VIGOROUSLY THE CAUSE OF SOVIET WORKERS "TO 
WIN REDRESS FOR THE MANY ABUSES OF BASIC TRADE UNION 
RIGHTS... EMBODIED IN SOVIET LAW." DUFFY, 38, A LABOR 
PARTY MEMBER, "SOMEWHERE ON THE LEFT", ONE-TIME PIPE- 
FITTER AND FORMER MILITANT AUEW SHOP STEWARD, DESCRIBES 
HIMSELF AS A "SOCIALIST" WHOSE MAIN PREOCCUPATION IS 
WITH "DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS", AND WHO HAS HAD ENOUGH OF 
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"THE DOUBLE STANDARD" WHICH HAS SKEWED THE PERSPECTIVE 
OF BRITISH LABOR. DUFFY, WHO APPEARS TO BE THE MAIN 
(AND ALMOST TIRELESS) ORGANIZER AND STRATEGIST OF THE 
AMNESTY CAMPAIGN TOOK OVER HIS CURRENT JOB ABOUT THREE 
MONTHS AGO. 

2. THE AMNESTY STRATEGY, DUFFY EXPLAINS, IS THAT THE 
SOVIET WORKERS' CAUSE SHOULD BE FOUGHT ON THE GROUNDS 
OF BASIC TRADE UNION RIGHTS THROUGH TRADE UNION AND 
ORGANIZATIONALLY-RELATED CHANNELS AND INDIVIDUALS, 

E.G., THE TUC, THE ILO, THE LABOR PARTY, TRADE UNION 
LEADERS, AND TRADE UNION MPS. 

3. IN ORDER TO DEVELOP A CLIMATE OF ACCEPTANCE AS WELL 

AS GAIN MAXIMUM LEVERAGE WITHIN BRITISH ORGANIZED LABOR, 
DUFFY INITIALLY HAS CONCENTRATED ON TRYING TO DRAW 
SUPPORT FROM INDIVIDUALS AND UNIONS WITH "LEFT WING" 
REPUTATIONS AND "FAINT-HEARTED MODERATES" WHO, IN THE 
PAST, HAVE SHIED FROM "OFFENDING" EAST EUROPEAN "TRADE 
UNIONS". HIS TACTIC THEREAFTER IS TO EXTEND THE TRADE 
UNION BASE ACROSS THE POLITICAL SPECTRUM. IN ACCORD 
WITH THIS APPROACH, ELECTRICIANS' GENERAL SECRETARY 
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FRANK CHAPPLE, WHILE ON RECORD AS WILLING TO SUPPORT 
THE AMNESTY CAMPAIGN, IS REMAINING IN THE BACKGROUND. 

4. DUFFY, WHOSE ENTHUSIASM MAY IN SOME DEGREE OUTRUN 
HIS SUCCESS CLAIMS IN THE PAST FEW MONTHS,AMNESTY HAS 
WON VARIOUS DEGREES OF AFFILIATION OF MORE THAN 30 
TRADE UNIONS - AMONG THEM CHAPPLE'S ELECTRICAL WORKERS, 
MAIOR SECTIONS OF THE AUEW. THE TGWU, THE MAJOR RAILWAY 
UNIONS, MAJOR PUBLIC SERVICE UNIONS, THE MINERS, THE 
PRINTING UNIONS, STEEL WORKERS, AND OTHERS OF GREATER 
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OR LESSER IMPORTANCE. INDEPENDENT INFORMATION SEEMS TO 
CONFIRM HIS CLAIM. DUFFY INDICATES SURPRISE AT THE 
EXTENT OF RESPONSE BY INDIVIDUAL UNIONS AND UNION 
LEADERS TO THE AMNESTY APPEAL TO EXPRESS CONCERN TO 
SOVIET AUTHORITIES OVER THE TREATMENT OF WORKERS IN THE 
SOVIET UNION SEEKING REMEDIES OVER ABUSES OF TRADE UNION 
RIGHTS PURPORTEDLY GUARANTEED UNDER SOVIET LAW. APPROA- 
CHES HAVE TAKEN THE FORM OF LETTERS FROM UNION GENERAL 
SECRETARIES TO BREZHNEV, TO AUCCTU SECRETARY SHIBAYEV, 

TO OPPOSITE NUMBER CONTACTS IN SOVIET LABOR ORGANIZA- 
TIONS. TO THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR IN LONDON AND QUERIES AT 
MEETINGS WHERE BRITISH 

TRADE UNIONISTS MEET SOVIET LABOR OFFICIALS. ONLY A 
FEW UNION LEADERS HAVE THUS FAR BEEN WILLING TO GO 
PUBLIC, E.G., AUEW GENERAL SECRETARY JOHN BOYD, NALGO 
GENERAL SECRETARY GEOFFREY DRAIN, NUR GENERAL SECRETARY 
SID WEIGHELL. JOHN BOYD WHO TELLS US HIS LETTER IS FREE 
FOR PUBLICATION WROTE THE FOLLOWING TO BREZHNEV, 
SHIBAYEV, AND TO M.P. GEORGADZE (PRESUMABLY HIS RUSSIAN 
OPPOSITE NUMBER):QUOTE - MY EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ARE GREATLY 
PERTURBED AT THE INFORMATION NOW BEING CIRCULATED HERE 
IN BRITAIN REGARDING YOUR GOVERNMENT'S TREATMENT OF A 
SIZEABLE GROUP OF WORKERS WHO CALL THEMSELVES "THE 
ASSOCIATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS OF WORKERS IN THE 
SOVIET UNION". PARTICULARLY ARE WE WORRIED ABOUT THE 
SO-CALLED "PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT" TO WHICH THEY ARE 
BEING SUBJECTED AND WOULD ASK YOU IN THE NAME OF HUMANITY 
TO INTERVENE AND CONCEDE TO THOSE WORKERS THE NORMAL 
FREEDOM THAT THE WORKING CLASS IN ANY COUNTRY SHOULD BE 
ENTITLED TO ENJOY. UNQUOTE. 

5. ACCORDING TO DUFFY. AMNESTY IS NOW SEEKING BY LEAKS 
TO THE GENERAL PRESS, AS WELL AS BY AGITATION AMONG 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 LONDON 06813 02 OF 02 290558Z 

INDIVIDUAL UNIONS AND THEIR BRANCHES, TO FORCE A GROWTH 
OF PUBLIC COMMITMENT. TO SOME EXTENT, HE MAY HAVE BEEN 
ASSISTED BY THE ABSENCE OF RESPONSES TO THE VARIOUS 
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APPROACHES BY BRITISH TRADE UNIONISTS AND A LENGTHY TASS 
COMMENTARY OF APRIL 2L, L978 PICKED UP BY BBC MONITORING 
SERVICE ON AN APRIL 24 BROADCAST BY YURIY KORNILOV. 
KORNILOV DENOUNCED BRITISH NEWSPAPER REPORTS (PARTICU- 
LARLY THOSE IN THE LONDON OBSERVER) CONCERNING "A 
CERTAIN ASSOCIATION OF FREE TRADE UNIONS IN THE SOVIET 
UNION... AS TWADDLE FROM BEGINNING TO END' 1 . 

6. ACCORDING TO DUFFY, AMNESTY HAS HAD DIFFICULTIES 
IN GAINING THE ATTENTION OF THE TUC FOR MORE THAN A 
MONTH. AMNESTY HAS PROVIDED TUC WITH DOCUMENTATION 
IN THE ORIGINAL RUSSIAN OF THE CASES INVOLVING THE 
ASSOCIATION OF FREE TRADE UNION WORKERS IN THE SOVIET 
UNION AS WELL AS OF OTHER GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS WHO 
HAVE SUFFERED ABUSES OF TRADE UNION RIGHTS UNDER SOVIET 
LAW INCLUDING THOSE CONFINED TO PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS 
FOR PROTESTING TOO VIGOROUSLY. AT THIS POINT, THE 
TUC OFFICIAL POSTURE IS THAT IT WISHES TO STUDY THE 
DOCUMENTATION, LEARN MORE ABOUT WHATEVER OTHER FACTS 
WOULD BE AVAILABLE. ACCORDING TO THE HEAD OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT, TUC INTENDS TO PROCEED 
CAUTIOUSLY. WE ARE INFORMED THAT THE MATTER HAS NOT 
YET BEEN PUT BEFORE THE INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OR THE 
GENERAL COUNCIL FOR CONSIDERATION. THE HEAD OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT DID NOT INDICATE WHAT POSTURE 
THE TUC MIGHT TAKE AT THE ICFTU EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
IN HAMBURG MAY 17-19. BREWSTER 
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